To safely provide reliable power and high-quality service to our
cooperative members in an efficient and cost-effective manner.
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The following is an article by Wayne Price, Public Affairs Director for the

Nebraska Rural Electric Association and Editor of the Association’s “Nebraska
Magazine”. I thought Wayne did  a nice job articulating potential hazards

created when people attach items to utility poles that shouldn’t be there, so I asked his
permission to republish it. You can view Nebraska Magazine electronically on the
Nebraska Rural Electric Association’s Facebook page. If you are interested in receiving
a2 complimentary subscription, please contact our office.

What do yard sale signs, basketball hoops, deer stands, satellite dishes, and birdhouses have in common? Believe it or not,
they’re often found illegally attached to utility poles. But this isn’t only a crime of inconvenience. Safety issues caused by
unapproved pole attachments place the lives of lineworkers and the public in danger.

It may seem innocent, but a small nail partially driven into a pole can have deadly results around high-voltage electricity.

Your local electric utility line crews climb these poles at all hours of the day and night, in the worst of conditions. Anything
attached to utility poles can create serious hazards for our line personnel. Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples, or barbed
wire can puncture rubber gloves and other safety equipment, making linemen vulnerable to electrocution.

Lineworkers with Nebraska’s public power districts and electric co-ops have reported poles used as community bulletin
boards, satellite mounts, and even support legs for deer stands, lights, and carports. Not only do these attachments put line
crews at risk, anyone illegally placing these items on poles comes dangerously close to energized power lines with thousands
of volts of energy pulsing overhead. It’s always wise to keep any structure at least 10 feet away from utility poles.

Unauthorized pole attachments violate the National Electrical Safety Code, the accepted manual containing guidelines for
safe electrical engineering standards. Utilities strictly follow this code that includes a section that reads, “Signs, posters,
notices, and other attachments shall not be placed on supporting structures without concurrence of the owner (the utility is
the owner of the pole). Supporting structures should be kept free from other climbing hazards such as tacks, nails, vines,
and through bolts not properly trimmed.”

Please help us keep our linemen — and our communities — safe. Don’t attach any of these unauthorized and dangerous
items to utility poles. Fixtures not belonging to the public power district or electric cooperative or another utility will be

removed by utility line personnel; the utility is not responsible for any losses if an item is damaged or destroyed during
removal.
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NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS
MIDWEST ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CORPORATION
PO BOX 970, GRANT, NE 69140 308-352-4356
This 15 a notice of unclaimed capital credits due members of The Midwest Electric Cooperative Corporation.
The following patrons have credits due them. their personal representatives. or their heirs:
ANDERSON HELGA DILLENBURG BRAD LILLEY JAMES W IR
BAILEY ROGER DOWLING FRANCIS MCPEAK ROBERT & CATHERINE
BAKERJR 5 A GLEASON WAYNE NEMECEK BONNIE
BAKER MARGARET R GOTCHALL WILLIAM ORR 50NIA P
BALDERSOM CHERYL L HAFFNER DOUGLAS PETERS SONIA P
BALDWIN LOWELL HARMOM RAYBURN PINNACLE TOWERS INC
BALLENGER DAVID HINES CONSTRUCTION ROW JON
CIRCLE ACRES JTEVERGREEN FARMS SABATA BLANCHE J
COVER RICHARD KILGORE JACK SEILER DAMIEL
CROSTON CLARA KLEIST MEL
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WINTER SAFET

PLUG SPACE HEATERS DIRECTLY INTO AN OUTLET.
DO NOT USE AN EXTENSION CORD OR POWER STRIP,
WHICH CAN OVERHEAT.

Midwest Electric is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




